
Cape Fear Infogram     1

January 2015

Happy New Year

Publisher COL Juan I. Chavez, USA, Ret. ♦  Editor LTC Don Gersh, USA, Ret.
A monthly newsletter for the members of the Cape Fear Chapter

Inside:
President’s Report …..…. p. 2
Op-Editorial  ……….…..…p. 3
Membership Update …….p. 4
Editorial Page …………… p. 5
Chaplain’s Thoughts .…..  p. 6
In Memoriam ……………. p. 6
News & Information  ..….. p. 7
Legislative Update: …….. p. 9
Wounded Warrior ………. p. 11
“Spotlight” ……………….  p. 12
Membership Application . p. 13
Calendar of Events …….  p. 14

Joint CFC/LOM Christmas Formal Dinner-Dance

President Juan Chavez welcomed members and guests to the first joint CFC/LOM Christmas Formal
dinner/dance explaining that this traditional holiday event was sponsored solely by the LOM for
many years, until declining attendance forced a cancellation in 2013. In an effort to reinstate this

long-lasting tradition, the CFC decided to take the lead with the help of the Ladies, to enhance its viability.

Another factor that made this year’s event special was the fact that this was the last opportunity for our
members to participate in a formal affair in the Lafayette Room of the former Fort Bragg Officers Club; a
venue that holds fond memories for many of our members having attended numerous social events in that
grand ballroom over the years. The facility will closed permanently in February and the grand ballroom
will sadly be razed.

The event was a tremendous success. It was festive, it was nostalgic, and it was an evening to
remember. Everyone looked elegant in their dress mess uniforms and/or finest formal attire. The dinner was
superb, and the dance band was exceptional keeping the dance floor swinging until the last set was played.
Those who elected not to attend, missed out on a most memorable event.

Special thanks to George Blanc representing the CFC, and Argie Rodriguez of the LOM, co-project
officers for the event, who did an outstanding job in making this event such a success.

See more pictures at the
website www.cfmoaa.org
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President’s Report
     By COL Juan I. Chavez, USA, Ret.

     phone: (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

The job’s not done

The past two years have gone by in a
flash and my initial term as Chapter
President has come to a close.  My

sincere thanks to our board of directors for its
hard work in directing the chapter forward in a
big way.  Thanks also to you, our members, for
your loyalty, encouragement and support.

Together, we accomplished some good
things; we recruited 106 new members to stop
the downward spiral, we brought on line a new
website and a new electronic newsletter to help
us communicate better, we had two successive
record-breaking fundraising golf tournaments
to strengthen the future of our scholarship fund,
we increased our support to our ROTC units
and our contributions to programs that benefit
our military and their families, to name a few.

 As a result, our chapter was recognized by
MOAA with a 4-Star Level of Excellence
Award and two COL Marvin J. Harris
Communications Awards, one for the best
website, the other for the best electronic
newsletter.  All of this, plus more, was a result
of the collective contributions of our members
– a total team effort indeed.  I will present a
more complete “State of the Chapter” report at
our March 2015 general membership meeting.

While we gained a substantial amount of
ground and momentum, we still have some
work to do.  One of our goals was to double the
size of the chapter during my 2-year term, but
we were only able to achieve 61% of that goal.

 We still have problems encouraging our
members to volunteer to serve in leadership
positions and committees.  And our level of
attendance at meetings and participation in
chapter sponsored activities and events could
stand some improvement.  Therefore, I opted
for another 2-year term to finish the job.  I
thank all of you for your show of confidence
and support by giving me the opportunity to
serve a second term.

I consider myself very fortunate and
honored that our board of directors, to the man,
decided to stay on and serve for another two
years as well.  I have been most impressed with
their enthusiasm and devotion to their jobs and
for their personal commitment to improve the
viability of our chapter.  Our mutual interests
and concerns have provided the necessary
framework that has enabled us to work together
as an effective leadership team to attain our
goals and MOAA’s. (See Op-Ed piece by
VADM Norb Ryan next page.)

If you care to show your appreciation and
support there is no better way of honoring these
leaders than by attending and witnessing their
formal installation at our dinner meeting on the
21st of January 2015.  I look forward to
celebrating together on the 21st, but in the
meantime please accept my best wishes for a
Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Juan
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Op-Ed Page
Serious challenges lie ahead
By Vice Adm. Norbert R. Ryan Jr., USN (Ret)

MOAA President and CEO

As we enter the new year, I can’t begin to tell you how thankful I am for you and
MOAA’s more than 380,000 members who have supported the association’s relentless
efforts to maintain a strong national defense and protect and defend the earned benefits

of our nation’s service members.

Over the past year, your support through membership and active participation in the legislative
process has been critical as we worked to:

• repeal the 1-percent COLA-cut provision;

• blunt the effects of the many proposals that would have eroded service members’ pay and
benefits;

• win roll-over credit for reserve retirement; and

• establish a commission to review VA health care for the 21st century.

While I am proud of these accomplishments, serious challenges lie ahead. First, sequestration
looms and, with it, arbitrary cuts. Second, there are continued threats to promised pay and
benefits. There’s no doubt DoD and the administration will repeat requests for cuts in the 2016
budget. And finally, the Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission
report is certain to include recommendations that effect service members and their families.

The year ahead is uncertain, but you can be sure MOAA will NEVER STOP SERVING on
your behalf. I simply ask for you to do the same, by continuing your support through
membership. Together, we’ll stand strong and overcome these challenges as they arise. Our
national security and all-volunteer force depend on it.

Thank you for your ongoing support!
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Membership Update
Recruiting
We closed the 2014 recruiting year with one gain in December, bringing our total for the year to
53, exactly the same number we recruited last year.  It is my pleasure to welcome our newest
member:

LTC Diego Davila-Amezquita, US Army

We’ll continue our recruiting campaign in 2015 as we still have some big challenges ahead (see
VADM Ryan’s message on previous page).  We need to strengthen our base more than ever.
Make a New Year resolution to recruit someone to join in 2015.  The eligibility criteria for
membership are: any commissioned or warrant officer – active duty, retired, former, Reserve
or National Guard, in any of the seven uniformed services.

Retention
Our membership renewal campaign for 2015 is underway – our goal is 100% renewal; we are at
60% as of the 30th of December.    Renewal invoices were mailed out immediately following
our annual meeting on the 21st of November.  Please complete the renewal slip and return with
your remittance ASAP.  Those who prefer to renew online and pay by credit card may do so by
going to http://www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment/.

If you have any questions please call Secretary Don Gersh at (910) 484-4545.

Kudos

Fayetteville Airport USO Lounge Volunteers
– 2014
Members of the CFC devoted a total of 972 volunteer hours in manning the USO lounge
at the Fayetteville Regional Airport during 2014. Our heartfelt thanks are extended to chapter
members: George Blanc, Jack Cox, Tom Delahunty, Joe Fodor, Bob and Nancy Garman, John
Hazlett, Bob Ives, Dave and Dot Miller, Art and Argie Rodriguez, Tom Shipp, Arlie Smith,
Burt VanderClute, Sarah Volkmann, and Drew and Kalli Ziegler. Their dedication and service
to our military community are commendable.
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Editorial
By LTC Don Gersh, USA, Ret.
                  Secretary@cfmoaa.org  (910) 624-4597

Readership survey next month

It’s been a long time since I studied
statistics. I’m sure I still have a textbook or
two somewhere in the dormers, but I’m not

sure. I need to know how many members of the
Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA (for this exercise,
let’s say our membership is 300 even).  So, to
have an accurate survey of Infogram readers, I
have to mail “X” surveys.

 And just because I send X doesn’t mean I’ll
get a sufficient number of responses to be
relevant.

 As editor, I need to know what you want,
like, don’t like, etc. I am responsible to the
publisher (COL Juan Chavez) to produce a
monthly newsletter that is interesting,
newsworthy, relevant, and everything else I
learned in journalism school and Defense
Information School.

 The readership survey is the vehicle to help
me accomplish my goals. Personally, I’d like
the members to write about their exploits and
experiences during their tours of duty, similar
to what COL Art Rodriguez did in the first two
issues I edited. Everyone of you has a story
waiting to be shared.

 We have the President’s Report, Editorial,
Chaplain’s Thoughts, and other standing
columns. Hopefully the calendar of events is
helpful in your planning for the upcoming
months.

 The responses you provide will allow us to
give you what you want. More of this or less of

that.  Change or keep format, font style and
size, more pictures.

 So, as soon as we develop the survey
instrument and mail them to X number of
members, please respond. I’ll include a self-
addressed stamped envelope.

 And if you know what X is, please call or
email me! And then tell me how many
responses I need to have a high relevancy
factor.

 Thank you and Happy New Year!

The Infogram is published monthly for the

 Cape Fear Chapter,
an affiliate of the
Military Officers

Association of America

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President  COL Juan Chavez, USA Ret.

1�� Vice President COL Art Rodriguez, USA Ret.
2ⁿ� Vice President COL George Blanc, USA Ret.

3�� Vice President  LTC Bill Dadek, USA Ret.
Treasurer LTC Ed Thomas, USA Ret.
Secretary LTC Don Gersh, USA Ret.

Personal Affairs Officer  1LT Andrea Candlish, USA
Auxiliary Liaison Officer  Carol Ivey

Chaplain  Chap (MAJ) Ron Webb, USA
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Chaplain’s Thoughts,
By Ch (MAJ) Ron Webb

email: chaplain@cfmoaa.org phone 910-635-8308

We are entering a new year—Two Thousand and Fifteen!  As we make this transi-
tion, I think the thoughts of two rather famous 19th century poets are worthy of
our meditation. The English poet, Robert Browning wrote, “the year is closed,

the record made, the last deed done, the last word said, the memory alone remains of all its
joys, its griefs, its gains, and now with purpose full and clear, we turn to meet another
year.”  The American poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow with equal eloquence penned,
“Look not mournfully into the Past. It comes not back again. Wisely improve the Present.
In is thine. Go forth to meet the shadowy future, without fear, and a manly heart.”

  Browning and Longfellow having lived through some of the most difficult times in
their native country’s histories each knew the meaning of grief, but also understood the
meaning of “new.”  Longfellow for instance, lost his son in the American Civil War just
two years after losing his wife in a fire.  He then went on to write in the song Christmas
Bells, “God is not dead; nor doth he sleep! The Wrong shall fail; The Right prevail, With
peace on earth, good-will to men!”

  2014 was a year of tumultuous grief for many thousands of people.  We witnessed
the terror of ISIS, the Syrian Civil War, the decimation of Christians and Yazidis in Iraq,
and renewed ethnic tensions in the United States. Many more experienced sharp personal
losses.  In spite of these tragedies, we can still face the year with hope, faith, courage, and
“one powerful voice” as American Officers both active and retired intent upon improving
the future of America.  It is what Americans do better than anyone else!

Pro Deo Et Patria

IN MEMORIAM
Clara Nedlich Frank (April 5, 1921 – November 25, 2014)

It is with deep regret that we announce that Clara N. Frank,
wife of chapter member LTC (Ret) David D. Frank, passed
away on November 15, 2014.  Clara’s husband, Dave, is the
only surviving charter member of the Cape Fear Chapter.  Clara
was a charter member of the Ladies of MOAA (LOM)
organization as well, and one of its past presidents.  Throughout
the years Clara also served in several leadership positions with
the LOM organization; she will be dearly missed by all who
knew her.  Our heartfelt condolences are extended to her
husband, David, and the entire Frank family during their
bereavement.
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Nominations for the Robert F. DeMeter
Chapter Service Award due Jan. 31

The Robert F. DeMeter Chapter Service Award was established in 1998 in memory of the late
Lt.Col. (Ret) Robert F. DeMeter, USMC, a former Chapter President (1989), to annually recognize a
chapter member for outstanding service to the chapter. The award is the most prestigious award the
Chapter can bestow upon one of its members. The award consists of a rotating trophy, which the
recipient retains for a period of one year. Nominations for the award are being solicited from the
general membership. Please submit in hardcopy or email to Secretary Don Gersh NLT 31 January
2015. A selection committee will determine the winner,and the award will be presented during the
March general membership meeting.

Biennial Installation Dinner Meeting
The biennial 2015 Installation Dinner will be held in the Dining Room of the Fort Bragg Club at

1800 hours, Wednesday, 21 January 2015. The newly elected board of directors who will begin their
new 2 year terms effective January 2015 will be formally installed in a ceremony presided by
Colonel (Ret) Barry Wright, USA, Director of Council and Chapter Affairs, MOAA (photo below)
who will also be the keynote speaker for the evening. A formal sit-down dinner will be served and
live musical entertainment will be included in the evening’s program. This is a significant event in
that it only occurs every two years, your attendance will be a show of support to those officers who
have volunteered to lead our chapter for the next two years. Please make it a point to attend and make
your reservations early. For additional details and reservations, the event flier on page 8.

Colonel (Ret) Barry Wright, USA, Director of Council and Chapter Affairs,
MOAA, will be guest speaker Jan. 21 at Fort Bragg Club.

NC Council of Chapters State Convention
 The biennial statewide convention is scheduled for June 11-14 at the High Hampton Inn and
Country Club in Cashiers in the western part of the state.

 To register for the convention, use the form on the next page and mail with your deposit to COL
Ed Baisden, USA, Ret.  NLT 25 January 2015!
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Please join us at the
Biennial Statewide Convention

11-14 June 2015 at the
High Hampton Inn and Country Club – Cashiers, NC

Every two years, we gather together and do something very special in a particularly welcoming
venue. The past two NCCOC State Conventions have been held on cruise ships. This time, we
wanted to stay “home” and thus we looked at a variety of great places from mountains to the
coast. We selected the High Hampton Inn and Country Club which has a fantastic reputation
for being a most welcoming and luxurious mountain locale, with great dining, amenities and
many opportunities for great exploring (www.highhamptoninn.com) We’re planning on lots of
camaraderie and just a small amount of quarterly business time. This event is for ALL MOAA
members and their families and friends with a goal of Connecting, Learning and Building our
organization and certainly making wonderful memories. We’re on the National MOAA calendar
and have invited a great group of Very Special People to join us from MOAA and the Great
State of North Carolina.

REGISTRATION FORM

Member Name_______________________________________________ Name on Badge____________________

Spouse/Guest Name___________________________________________ Name on Badge____________________

Address_____________________________________City, State, Zip______________________________________

Telephone Home____________________Cell_____________________Email_______________________________

Dietary Restrictions ___________________________Accessibility Requirements___________________________

Prices: Couple or 2 sharing room $979/Single $849 . Price includes room, all meals, taxes, fees and gratuities.

Deposit of $100 / per couple or $50 for single - due 25 January 2015. The balance will be due 15 March 2015.
Please make checks payable to : MOAA/NCCOC

Mail to the NCCOC Treasurer: COL Ed Baisden, USA (Ret)
2000 Country Club Court, Sanford, NC 27332

Please contact COL Jeri Graham, USA (Ret) with any questions or concerns at (910) 616-3487 or

email: jigrahamusa@gmail.com Please check www.moaa-nc.org for information and updates.

If single, do you want a roommate? Do you want help finding a roommate?
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Legislative Update
    From MOAA

Mustang officers protected
Secretary of the Army John McHugh announced last week that the Army is reversing a

decision that forced prior-enlisted “mustang” officers selected for involuntary retirement to
retire at their last enlisted rank.

Roughly 160 out of the more than 1,900 Army officers selected for involuntary separation
were retirement-eligible “mustang” officers, but they did not have the required eight years of
commissioned service time to retire at their current rank.

These officers were to be retired at their last enlisted rank, and stood to lose more than $1,000
a month in retirement compensation compared to the “high-three” average typically used to
compute retired pay.

The policy reversal follows pressure from MOAA and members of Congress to stop this
inequity.

Reps. Glenn Thompson (R-Penn.) and Tim Walz (D-Minn.) led the charge by introducing the
Proudly Restoring Officers of Prior Enlistment Retirement (PROPER) Act to reduce
commissioned service time requirements. Sens. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.),
and 13 other senators wrote a letter to the secretary asking him to reverse policy.

When announcing the policy reversal, Secretary McHugh said that some officers would be
brought back onto active duty until they reached the eight year threshold. For others, time in
service time requirements would be waived.

“MOAA applauds the actions of Secretary McHugh and the Army to rectify this inequity for
prior enlisted ‘mustang’ officers. As a former Chief of Naval Personnel, I’d particularly like to
thank Reps. Thompson and Walz for their quick response to protect these service members who
repeatedly answered the call of duty to our nation,” said MOAA President Vice Adm. Norb Ryan,
USN (Ret). “Together, these actions right a wrong and provide these officers with the respect and
compensation they deserve for their decades of selfless service and sacrifice.”

Reducing end strength is never easy, but the decision by the Army is the right one to draw
down with dignity. MOAA has consistently called on the services to use the force shaping tools
available to them.
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WOUNDED WARRIOR “Home for
Christmas Project” 2014

The CFC sponsored two
wounded warriors from the
Wounded Transition Battalion

at Fort Bragg as part of the Military
Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH)
“Home for Christmas Project.”

     President Juan Chavez presented a
$1,200 check on behalf of the CFC to
LTC (Ret) Art Macaltao, the
Commander of the Fort Bragg
Chapter of the MOPH who in turn,
asked President Chavez to present the
individual $600 checks directly to
two wounded warriors.

      In the top photo, President
Chavez presents a $600 check to 1LT
Mathew Long of Garrettsville, Ohio.
Lieutenant Long was wounded on
May 21, 2014 in southern
Afghanistan while assigned to the 1st

Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division.

      In the bottom photo, President
Chavez presents a $600 check to SFC
Darron Adams of Fayetteville, NC
who is recovering from wounds
incurred on October 14, 2007 in
Afghanistan while assigned to the
508th STB, 82nd Airborne Division.

SFC Adams was hit by an RPG
and suffered massive wounds
on his right leg.
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Spotlight on
         Winter ROTC Commissioning

By LTC Bill Dadek USA, Ret.

December had ten commissionings from our supported
Universities.  One was for Air Force ROTC of
Fayetteville State and nine were Army ROTC cadets

from Fayetteville State, Methodist and UNC Pembroke.

Fayetteville State AFROTC unit had its commissioning
on Dec. 11 in Seabrook Auditorium.  The new lieutenants
received Gold Bars and free memberships in MOAA from
Chapter 3rd Vice President Bill Dadek.  He welcomed Tara L.
Albarran, Danell M. Willis, and Joan O. Hall to the ranks of
officers of the United States Armed forces.

Chapter Secretary Don Gersh attended the AFROTC
commissioning at FSU’s Student Center on Dec. 12 for Thomas
Person.

Methodist University and UNC Pembroke had a joint commissioning ceremony at the
Airborne & Special Operations Museum on Dec. 12.  Chapter member, Marty Williams, attended
the rehearsal on 11 December and presented Gold Bars to five of the six cadets, one was not able
to attend.  The new lieutenants were: Charles Darderquillas, Tiffany Encoch, Leigha McGrady,
Glovanni Martinez, and Kristopher Spicer from Methodist; and, Ronald Goca from UNC
Pembroke.

LADIES OF MOAA CLUB   To join contact Janet Shipp,
President, phone 910-868-4998, email shippahoyx8@gmail.com.

CFC Chapter Secretary Don
Gersh congratulates newly
commissioned Thomas
Person at FSU.
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PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA

Initial Enrollment _____ or Annual Renewal _____  Date: _____________________

Category:  Regular Member _____ ($20)   Auxiliary Member _____ ($10)

NAME: __________________________________________________________________

SPOUSE’S NAME: ________________________________________________________

RANK: _____ SERVICE: ________ Active Duty ____ Retired ____ Former Officer ____

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE & ZIP: ______________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: ____________________________________________________________

NATIONAL MOAA MEMBER?    Yes _____, Membership # __________        No _____

I would like to receive my Infogram by:   Regular Mail _____ or E-mail _____

Signature ______________________________________________

“I’d like to donate $______ to the ROTC Scholarship Fund.”

MAIL TO: CFC MOAA,PO BOX 53621, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28305

Your Ad
Here

Contact:

Don Gersh at
(910) 624-4597
for rates.
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

 “We are a powerful voice speaking
  for a strong national defense, and
  representing the interests of military
  officers and their families at every
  stage of their career.”

Calendar of Events:
   1 Jan -  New Year’s Day

6 Jan - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Fort Bragg Club, 1100 hours
19 Jan - M. L. King, Jr. Day
21 Jan - CFC Installation Dinner Meeting, Fort Bragg Club, 1800 hours
 1 Feb - National Freedom Day
 3 Feb - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Location: TBA, 1100 hours
12 Feb - Lincoln’s Birthday
16 Feb - Washington’s Birthday (Observed)
 3 Mar - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Location: TBA, 1100 hours
 6 Mar - CFC General Membership Meeting, Location TBA, 1130 hours

Note for you trivia buffs: There is no official  “Presidents Day Holiday”

Installation Dinner Meeting,
Jan. 21, 2015 Fort Bragg

Club, 1800 hrs, “Last event
in the Old Officers Club. “


